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A Place
to Stay

If you are looking for temporary affordable

accommodation at our hostels, we’ll take

good care of you.

The warm and friendly atmosphere, three

meals a day and clean and comfortable

rooms will make you feel right at home.

Transient  • Medical Transient  • Homeless
Substance Misuse Rehabilitation

Tertiary Education and Training • Secondary Education
Aged Care • Prison Release and Diversion

ABORIGINAL HOSTELS LIMITED
Call and speak with our friendly staff

to find the hostel nearest to you.

Perth
Western Australia
(08) 9325 6770

Darwin
Northern Australia
(08) 8981 4388

Cairns
Northern Queensland

(07) 4051 4588

Brisbane
Southern Queensland

(07) 3221 3866

Sydney
New South Wales
(02) 9310 2777

Melbourne
Victoria & Tasmania

(03) 9285 6777

Adelaide
South Australia
(08) 8267 4222

Alice Springs
Central Australia
(08) 8952 6544

Ruling is
a blow 

to claims
Native title in
Australia has
suffered a major
blow with the High
Court’s rejection of
the long-running

Yorta Yorta land claim.
Lawyers for the Yorta Yorta

people, whose land is along the
NSW-Victorian border, say it will be
virtually impossible for other groups
to prove native title links following
the 5-2 ruling in the same court
more than 10 years ago that found
native title existed. The Yorta Yorta
lodged their historic claim, over
about 2000 square kilometres
around the Murray River in NSW
and Victoria, during 1994. 

The High Court upheld a
Federal Court decision that the
forebears of the Yorta Yorta

claimants had stopped occupying
their land in accordance with
traditional laws and customs.

Yorta Yorta lawyer Peter Seidel
said the conclusion to the eight-
year legal battle was incredibly
disappointing, particularly given the
Yorta Yorta people had been
ordered to pay costs for the appeal.
The Victorian Government says it
will not seek its share of the costs.

“And other native title claims will
be affected,” Mr Seidel said.

“It creates a difficult, if not
impossible, burden of proof.”

The Yorta Yorta people
responded to the decision with
tears and anger. Packed into a
small reception area in the High
Court in Melbourne, there was a
stunned silence after the decision
was relayed by one of the

claimants. Two women broke into
silent tears and then hugged, while
a tribal Elder grieved loudly for the
‘poor old fathers’.

Outside the court, Yorta Yorta
claim co-ordinator Monica Morgan
said it was a ‘dismal day for
Aboriginal justice’.

“It’s not about native title, it’s
about racism,” she said.

“It’s about recognition, it’s about
seeing our sovereignty.

“This decision is actually going
to have a detrimental effect on
nearly 90 per cent of Indigenous
peoples in Australia.”

National Native Title Tribunal
president Graeme Neate said the
case demonstrated how difficult it
was to prove native title within the
letter of the law.
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Yorta Yorta case letters and reaction – Pages 14 and 15

Yorta Yorta people from their country on the NSW-Victorian border,
with six-year-old Naika Maytake holding the flag, take to the streets
of Melbourne following the High Court’s ruling against their native
title claim. The Yorta Yorta are now looking at taking their case to

international courts.


