
Victoria signs landmark native title
deal
The Gunaikurnai Aboriginal people have won native title rights to almost a fifth of Victoria's
crown land in a landmark agreement signed in Gippsland.

The deal is the first signed under Victoria's Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010 and brings
to an end a 13-year native title court battle.

The $12 million agreement between the Gunaikurnai people and the Victorian and federal
governments was signed at Knob Reserve in Stratford on Friday.

It formally recognises the Gunaikurnai as traditional owners in Gippsland, granting them land
rights to an area extending from west Gippsland near Warragul, east to the Snowy River, and
north to the Great Dividing Range.

It also includes 200 metres of sea territory offshore and takes in 10 parks and reserves that will
be jointly managed by traditional owners and the state government.

All up, the agreement takes in almost a fifth of Victoria's crown land.

Attorney-General Rob Hulls said the landmark agreement entitled the Gunaikurnai to a range
of economic and other opportunities.

"This agreement goes some way to addressing the years of dispossession experienced by
Victorian indigenous people over time and is a significant step in the delivery of land justice
for traditional owners in Victoria," he said.
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Gunaikurnai people celebrate a long fought, historic and culturally significant event

25 October 2010

On Friday 22 October 2010 both the Federal and State governments formally recognised the Gunaikurnai
people as the Traditional Owners of over 20 per cent of public land in Victoria. The Federal Court's
Justice North confirmed Gunaikurnai as the rightful Traditional Owners resulting from a ligation process
lasting well over a decade.

In addition, the Victorian Government and the Gunaikurnai people formally signed Victoria's first
settlement agreement under the new Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010.

The consent determination of the Gunaikurnai people's native title claims, and the signing of the
settlement agreement between the State of Victoria and Gunaikurnai was a significant milestone in
Victoria's history for both the Gunaikurnai people and all Victorians.

The agreement includes the transfer of ten parks and reserves to the Gunaikurnai as "Aboriginal Title" to
be jointly managed with Parks Victoria including; Tarra Bulga National Park, The Knob Reserve,
Gippsland Lakes Coastal Park, The Lakes National Park, Mitchell River National Park, Lake Tyers,
Buchan Caves Reserve, New Guinea Cave within Snowy River National Park, Gippsland Lakes Reserve
(Raymond Island) and Corringle Foreshore Reserve.

This agreement recognises the fact that the Gunaikurnai people have always been connected to their
land, and are the rightful people who speak for that Country. These parks and reserves are cultural
landscapes which are part of our living culture. The parks and reserves will continue to be managed and
cared for as part of the National Reserve System consistent with the relevant public land legislation.



The agreement provides the foundation for a Joint Management Partnership building on the knowledge
and commitment of both Parks Victoria and the Gunaikurnai.

For Parks Victoria and the Gunaikurnai, this is the first step in a new journey of joint management.

We look forward to sharing our knowledge and supporting and learning together to build a strong joint
management foundation based on recognition, respect, and responsibility which is to be valued by the
broader Victorian community.

For further information please read the Gunaikurnai Native Title Agreement FAQs or contact Tony
English, Manager Aboriginal Joint Management, on 5321 6807.
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