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2. This subject was 

well taught 

5.0 4.9 4.9  4.8 5.0 4.9 4.9 4.9 5.0 4.9 5.0 5.0 4.9 4.8 

3. Subject was 

Intellectually 

stimulating 

5.0 4.9 4.9  5.0 5.0 4.9 4.9 4.8 5.0 4.8 5.0 5.0 4.8 4.8 

9. Overall satisfied 

with the quality of 

learning. 

5.0 5.0 4.9  4.8 5.0 4.9 4.9 4.8 5.0 4.8 5.0 4.9 5.0 4.9 

 

 

On the basis of the Student Evaluation Survey for POLS30028: Oncountry Learning, 2003-2016 

(*2006: Sabbatical) the Quality of Teaching results for the key assessment criteria: 2, 3, 9, are: 

 

2. Average 4.922  =  98.46% 

3. Average 4.933  =  98.66% 

9. Average 4.922  =  98.44% 

 

Student Evaluation Surveys, 2011-2017 

 

 

 ‘Spending one week OC has inspired me, empowered me, and changed me irrevocably’ 

 

 ‘One of the most profound and illuminating experiences I’ve had not only as an educational 

experience but on a personal level as well’. 

 

 ‘It was the most eye opening week of my life’. 

 

 ‘I don’t feel that I’ve been introduced to information. I feel like I’ve been introduced to a 

person, to a people, to [Yorta Yorta] Country’. 

 

 ‘OCL is an experience that shook me to the core, challenged my worldview, and at one 

point, left me without words’. 

 

 

 ‘OCL has been an amazing experience that I will carry with me for the duration of my 

studies and beyond’. 

 

 Easily the most engaging, rewarding and enjoyable subject I have ever taken. Amazing 

speakers, excellently organised and impossible to criticise. 
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 Best uni subject I have ever done, hands down. Invaluable experiences, learned more than 

any indigenous studies subject in the space of 5 days. Wayne Atkinson and the other 

teaching staff were brilliant.  

 

 Learning as a group and getting out of the classroom. Also learning from elders in the 

community added a powerful component to the content 

 

 It is truly a testament to a brilliant course, fascinating epistemology and Yorta Yorta 

pedagogies- Liam Niam, PhD student, Monash University. 

 

 ‘Tales of how great the course is even reach me in England’, Daniel Guinness, Australian 

Rhodes Scholar, Oxford University England, 16 April, 2014.  

 

 ‘The course is stimulating; challenging and is truly multidisciplinary, spanning history,    

politics, health, and ecology from an Indigenous viewpoint. 

 

2015: Feedback for Oncountry Teaching 

 

 OCL is a subject like no other available at University. Being OC offers a new level and 

dimension of learning that cannot be realised from the classroom (Miranda Clark: 2014, 

587421). 

 

 The learning experience I had OC was more real than any other study I’ve done (Nadine 

Rudkine, 2014, 588325). 

 

 The subject (OCL, 2014) offered me a chance to experience ... and doubt whether I ever 

will again (Jacob Rodrigo, 2014, 585699). 

 

 OCL has been the beginning of a new journey for me in so many ways that I had 

anticipated and has finally brought me back to the real world (Olivia Aitken, 2014, 583768). 

 

 ‘On Country 4 Health Program, has honestly been  the  highlight  of my degree...it has 

given me such a greater understanding of the story of the Aboriginal people which I feel 

like I never would have grasped without being on the land where it all happened’(Alison 

Boast, Medical Student, Uni Melb, 5 March, 2014). 

 

 ‘The subject (POLS30028: Oncountry Learning: Indigenous Studies) is regarded by our 

colleagues as one of the most imaginative programs in the country. Dr Atkinson has taken 

the teaching of Indigenous Studies to a new level and provided a role model for the new 

generation of academics working in the field.’ He also has provided an inspiring model for 

teaching that can be applied to other contexts and subject areas’ (Dean, Faculty of Arts, 28 

February, 2014). 

 

2016 Student Feedback 

 
 Having interesting group discussions at the Yenbena centre and in our cabins. It really 

allowed us to reflect on our learning and develop ideas 

 

 Alternative learning and teaching practices that facilitated a deeper understanding of 

indigenous issues and experience. 

 

 It was amazing being on country, and learning in a more grassroots environment as 

opposed to within the classroom. Wayne, Shane and Andrea were amazingly patient with 



us, and the stories told were so important in that they were told on their country, through 

their eyes! 

 

 Bridging the gap between theory and reality.  

 

 Being able to hear the story of the Yorta Yorta people from their own mouths. 

 Shane was a fantastic facilitator." 

 

 The holistic learning 

 

 The truth conveyed and the connectivity of the subject matters to reality. Standing in a 

place and learning about was a truly immersive style of study that meant full absorption of 

material as well. Having the chance to reflect throughout the day and particularly hearing 

such a variety of esteemed people, directors of the centres we were visiting as well and 

extremely experienced teachers on the course 

 

 The best aspects of the On Country Learning was how it gently and gradually exposes how 

there are many forms of learning that can leave a massive impact on us as students.  

 

 One way of learning is standing on the country you are talking about, listening to the 

people from this country, seeing country, hearing country and sleeping on country. I also 

found myself being captivated by the stories of people and how they were told to us. The 

beauty of an oral tradition is something that I don't often have the privilege of being 

exposed to in University.  

 

 On Country Learning really showed me how much more I respond, react and remember 

from this kind of listening and learning. 

 

 I also found that connecting the dots between the river systems, the land, the people, the 

culture, the national park and its role, joint management and the continuing struggle for 

Indigenous rights recognised in the river was an important way to learn about Yorta Yorta 

waka and wala.  

 

 This visit really spoke volumes in how these aspects are all connected, and how the struggle 

to keep this community together means keeping the land, water, culture and nature within 

Indigenous management. 

 

 So there were a lot of great aspects to this subject but I also found it very special to spend 

time with you Wayne, Shane, Andrea and all the special guests who spoke to us and 

brought the present day Yorta Yorta land alive with stories! 

 

 Being on country and seeing the significant sights 

 

 Hearing first hand feedback 

 

 I really enjoyed the collaborative nature of the subject and the ongoing guests who 

provided specific insights into the subject. I learnt so much and I was horrified by how little 

I did know. I am very glad I took this subject as a student but also for my own personal 

growth. 

 

 The multitude of stories and perspectives that were offered. as well as the open and safe 

learning environment that was created that asked us to challenge ourselves but also made it 

ok to ask questions. 

 



 This was the best subject I've ever done it was practical, challenging and the teaching was 

of an extremely high standard." 

 

 Being Oncountry and learning directly from Yorta Yorta people on their waka - land was 

invaluable and provided us with tangible, feeling experiences to flesh out and make real 

what we've read in books. A different type of learning. so valuable. 

 

2017 Feedback 

 

 A really phenomenal experience. Very special and unique way to learn outside of the University 

context.  Especially being around so many dedicated students and teaching staff. 

 

 It was such a personal way of learning, I wish all subjects could be taught similar to this one 

 

 Being on Country, outside the walls of the classroom allowed me to learn more and in a deeper, more 

personal, more honest and more mind shifting way, then I have in any of my other subjects.  

 

 The tutors Wayne, Shane and Andrea and others we met along the way , are incredible people. 

People with great depths of knowledge, a real dedication to teaching, generous, patient and 

welcoming. 

 

 I can't stress enough how important this subject is for giving students the opportunity to be open to 

new paradigms of knowledge, to uncovering and recognising privilege, to learning the truth of 

Australian history and to hearing the stories of amazing people.  

 

 The past week on Country has changed many things in me and taught me things I will carry with me 

perhaps for the rest of my life. 

 

 Having discussions with those I was sharing a villa with at the conclusion of the day" 

 

 Learning from people who really cared about the subject and being on country and learning by 

doing and going rather than trying to comprehend subjects in a classroom which did not relate. 

 

 Also the amazing people involved in the learning and teaching of this subject made it the most 

enjoyable subject I have ever studied at the university. 

 

 The style of learning. Being On Country definitely made my experience much richer. I felt more 

connected to what I was learning. 

 

 I loved being able to learn about land rights while being on country, and being able to see and feel 

and walk through the country. I think it’s difficult to fully understand the issue without this. 

 

 The structure of the subject was really fantastic, going onto country to learn from elders instead of 

reading from a text book or hearing from a lecturer in a classroom was much more effective. 

 


